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Mesa Panther News
September 2020

Principal's Desk

Mesa Middle School Parents/Guardians and Students:

Welcome, new Mesa Middle School families and students to the 2020-2021 school year. Our
theme this school year is "Learn well today, live well tomorrow". Everyone has been hard at
work this summer planning for students to return through virtual learning, hybrid learning or
normal in person learning environments. I want to assure you that the staff at Mesa Middle
School wants more than anything else to go back to normal, as we miss having students in the
building. Learning new platforms of teaching like Canvas and APEX has proven to be quite an
adventure that has caused additional stress on students, parents and staff members. One
thing I can proudly say is that we are resilient and will overcome all obstacles we face.
Additionally, construction is moving forward with our new building, portables are in place, fresh
cement being poured for the walkways, all we will soon lack is our students.
As of now our district will continue virtual learning until such a time we are allowed back into
the building. This decision is based on the infection rates of COVID-19 guidelines that we are
obligated to follow.
As we begin this year with Distance Learning, it is important to note that it will look a little
different than it did at the end of the school year. You can expect the following this year:

1. Daily live interaction with the teacher at scheduled times
2. Recorded teacher videos
3. Required daily attendance
4. Graded assignments
5. Minimum daily instruction of 175 minutes (combination of teacher instruction and

assigned work)
6. All students will receive a Chromebook (if needed)
7. Mesa Middle school will be using Canvas for our digital platform in all classes
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Mesa Middle School Website

Mesa Middle School Facebook Page

All parent communication will take place via ROBO calls, Facebook, and our webpage. Please
make sure your email address and/or phone numbers are correct. Our front o�ce will be open
for assistance by phone, in person visits will have to comply with NMDOH guidelines.

We look forward to an exciting and successful school year!

Marcos Franco
Principal
Mesa Middle School
1601 E. Bland
Roswell, N M 88201
(575)627-2800
mafranco@risd.k12.nm.us

Notes from the Nurse

Hope everyone is doing well. Please remember to wash your
hands often and wear your masks as you go out. Remember
to have some time each day to get some fresh air and
exercise. Stay healthy and I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone as soon the school reopens in hybrid. Be sure to
stop in and say hello once we are all back together.

-Nurse Youngblood

Panther Pride

Mesa Middle School has undergone many changes of the last few months. Not only are we
looking at construction on the new building to begin soon, but we are also preparing for the
return of our students to the campus. Once the governor and district allow students to return to
school, students will enter the building from the East entrance, and they will see signs on the
walls and �oor markings all throughout the building. Students that enter the building must
wear a mask that covers their nose and mouth at all times, remain 6 feet apart from each other
and follow the markings on the �oor. Mesa Middle School has marked lanes identifying the
�ow pattern that students will use to and from class.

https://mms.risd.k12.nm.us/
https://www.facebook.com/panthersmms
mailto:mafranco@risd.k12.nm.us
https://s.smore.com/u/b3492e2fe6aae8b775c317e8c0db4116.jpg
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Students will also notice that the water fountains are closed and off limits to reduce the
amount of contact points in the building. Consequently, the RISD and Mesa Middle School will
be providing water. Students that prefer to bring a water bottle may do so if they desire. Finally,
as we make the transition into the classroom, please help us by being �exible and
understanding of changes that might occur to the manner in which we conduct the education
of our students. We cannot wait to see everyone back in the building. Stay safe, wear your
masks, and we will see you soon!

Panther Athletics

Panther Athletics is beginning. We held a successful �rst athletic meeting with Coach Stewart,
and we will be having another meeting with Coach Fresquez soon. The athletic program for the
2020-2021 school year will look different from any other year. The only athletic activity
scheduled for the fall is Volleyball (to begin October 5). Football, Soccer, Basketball, and Track
is scheduled to begin in the spring.

The Border Conference, RISD and Mesa Middle School met in August, and it was determined
that this year’s COVID-19 situation would not allow competitions to occur with bordering
towns/cities. As such, travel this year will be limited to a citywide competition only. Each
athletic season will last about 4-6 weeks including the mandatory pre-season workout. All
athletic return to play guidance is directed by the Roswell Independent School District (RISD) in
accordance with the New Mexico Athletic Association (NMAA).

Under the NMAA guidance for return to play, student athletes will complete a physical (7th
grade) or a physical waiver for students that had completed a physical from 2019-2020.
Physicals are found at this link and must be submitted prior to participation in an activity or
sport. https://www.risd.k12.nm.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18731981&pageId=22250738.

Furthermore, guidance by the NMAA as of 9/18/2020 states that student athletes will need to:
1. Arrive prepared for practice in complete attire (parents will need to drop off and pick up

promptly),
2. Bring a personal water bottle (no water fountains on campus),
3. Wear a mask during the entire practice or activity and sanitize/wash hands frequently,
4. Undergo a temperature check and series of health screening questions daily,
5. Remain 6 feet apart at all times, and work out in pods of no more than 9 athletes-1 coach.

https://www.risd.k12.nm.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18731981&pageId=22250738.
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Currently, the NMAA has also stated that there will be no spectators at any athletic activity.
RISD will not be selling pre-season or gate tickets for athletic competitions at this time.
Changes to the athletic activity requirements could occur based upon further guidance from
the NM State Governor’s O�ce and the NMAA. Please help us by being �exible with the new
changes and the requirements by the NMAA, RISD, Mesa Middle School and the Athletic
Coaches. Finally, we ask that you continue to check on the academic progress of your child to
ensure a successful academic and athletic school year. Student athletes are required to
maintain a 2.0 with no “F’s” on the report card. Thank you for all of your help this year, and
please stay safe, masked and positive for a wonderful athletic season.

Hello Virtual Families!

Thank you for your hard work and diligence in helping your students learn to navigate and work
in the APEX program. It de�nitely has not been easy, but many students are making great
progress on their courses! The tools and techniques students are learning through this process
will continue to be bene�cial as they enter jobs and colleges in the future.

Time management is a huge component of virtual learning. All APEX assignments have been
given due dates to help guide students in completing work on time. The goal is for students to
reach the end of the course by December 22nd. The APEX program has a calendar on the
student "My Dashboard", so they can see when assignments are due. They are encouraged to
work ahead if multiple assignments are due on that day. If your student is behind, they can still
catch up with no penalty.

Attendance is different for virtual school, but still required. It is important students stay on
track and work in APEX every week to be considered "present" for learning.

All APEX teachers have o�ce hours throughout the day. If your student is struggling to use the
APEX program or to understand content, they can click on the class in Canvas, and �nd a
Zoom link.

Our MMS APEX Virtual School webpage offers the times for these o�ce hours as well as many
other resources designed to help your student be successful with virtual learning. Please click
the button below to visit the webpage.
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MMS APEX Virtual School Webpage

https://mms.risd.k12.nm.us/a_p_e_x

